
We’ve all heard the saying, “it takes a village 
to raise a child.” The phrase originates from 
an African proverb and conveys the message 
that it takes many people to provide a safe, 
healthy environment for children – a place 
where children are given the security they 
need to develop and flourish, where they are 
able to realize their hopes and dreams.

The expression came to mind the other 
day while I was working with one of our 
participants and their circle of supporters. 
Not only did I observe the therapeutic process 
that occurs during each treatment session, 
but also the rich dynamics that develop 
between the child and the members of 
their therapy team. The shared commitment 
the team has to finding and providing the 
right challenge to help improve function; 
the communal joy and enthusiasm that 
echoes each time a challenge is met; and the 
formation of relationships that impact the 
lives of each person in our village.

Did you know each therapy session offered at 
EE requires at least two volunteers – a horse 
leader and a side walker – in addition to the 
therapist? In total, volunteers contribute 
more than 4,000 hours of their time each 
year. Volunteers truly are the heart of what 
we do because without them, we would not 
be able to offer the services that are so vital 
to our community.

As I was considering the tremendous 
role volunteers play in our organization, 
it occurred to me that each volunteer 
purposely chooses to come here each day. 
To better understand this driving force, I 
spoke with one of our long-time volunteers, 
Darrell Kuntz. For the past nine years, Darrell 
has given EE five hours of time each week for 
hippotherapy, and he is always available to 
lend a hand, be it for facility maintenance or 
other chores such as unloading hay wagons. 
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Darrell was also instrumental to our recently 
refurbished indoor arena. I wanted to ask 
Darrell about his experience at EE and find 
out what encourages such a high level of 
involvement.

Here is what he had to say.

Sensory Trail Update

It’s official! Groundbreaking for Wisconsin’s 
first Sensory Trail happened on Thursday, 
June 2. The completion of the geogrid (riding 
portion of the trail) is complete. Now starts 
the build out of the 14 sensory stations. We 
are hoping to have it completed by the end 
of October. (See photos on pg. 4)

The new trail system will be a combination of 
on- and off-horse activities. Our sensory trail 
will encompass a rich learning environment 
of paths that consist of slopes, turns, carried 
footings, natural sight and sounds, and 
personalized “activity stations”. 

Many of the riders we serve have physical 
and sensory processing disorders, and the 
sensory trail is designed to help address 
their needs.

• Natural and man-made sensory 
experiences stimulate all the rider’s 
senses (see, hear, smell, touch, talk) and 
encourage engagement with the world 
around them.

• Slopes, turns, and changes in footing 
challenge the rider’s balance and left/
right discrimination.

• Trail signs and maps encourage visual 
skills, speech, spatial recognition, and 
language proficiency.

• Sensory stations can assist in 
developing motor planning and 
appropriate responses to sensations 
that the participant can transfer into 
their everyday life.

• Natural experiences such as trees, 
flowers, hedges, footing, slopes and 
turns create a variety of colors, textures, 
scents, and balance feelings that 
challenge and stimulate the rider.

• Activity stations further encourage 
integration of the senses, motor 
planning, problem solving, 
communication, etc.

• Provides a peaceful walking trail for 
parents and caregivers and contributes 
to positive mental health.

• Improves the mental health of the 
horses. *

* Source: http://www.lessonsintr.
com/2017/03/16/sensory-trail

Why did you choose to explore 
volunteering? 

“I was looking for a way to give back to the 
community, to be a part of something that 
helps others. I have always believed that 
being part of something bigger than myself 
makes life worth living.”

Why EE?

“I was looking for a place where I could be 
involved with horses. I came for the horses 
and have stayed for the clients.”

What impact has volunteering had on 
your life?

“To see the kids laugh and smile, to be part 
of the activities during each session warms 
my heart. I feel that what I do at EE makes a 
positive impact for everyone I have had the 
honor to work with. They have shown me 
that we all have struggles, (Con’t. on pg.  2) 

Summer 2022.indd   1Summer 2022.indd   1 7/22/22   6:17 PM7/22/22   6:17 PM



Horsepower For Horses

Exceptional Equestrians is looking for 
your used vehicles to help grow our new 
Horsepower for Horses vehicle donation 
program. 

By donating your vehicle, we can raise funds 
to support Exceptional Equestrians’ mission 
to better the lives of people of all abilities 
through the healing power of horses. You 
might think of your vehicle as nothing more 
than a “junk car”, but to the riders here at 
Exceptional Equestrians, your donation can 
give them a life-changing experience. 

All vehicles are considered! We accept 
cars, trucks, SUV, RVs, motorcycles, trailers, 
boats, campers, off-road vehicles, and most 
other motorized vehicles – whether they’re 
running or not.

How it works…

Submit the Online Form

Find the form at www.ncsvehicledonations.
com/nonprofits/exceptional-equestrians or 
www.exceptionalequestrians.org. Look for 
the license plate at the top of the page. 

Schedule Your Free Pick-up

Choose a time that works best for you!

Our Donor Support Representatives will 
arrange to have a licensed tow company 
pick up your vehicle just about anywhere in 
the U.S. within 72 hours of completing the 
donation.
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It Takes A Village, con’t.

but with a little help from people who truly 
care, life can be better.”

Describe a memorable moment.

“A few years back, one of the participants I 
was leading for had speech troubles. One 
of the few words he was able to say was my 
name. When I heard him say “Darrell,” it was 
hard to keep my emotions in check.”

To sum up his Exceptional Equestrians 
volunteer experience, Darrell remarked, 
“getting a hug and a thank you from a little 
one for leading their horse is all the reward 
I need.”

It has been my pleasure and honor to work 
alongside Darrell. I am beyond grateful 
to him and to all the other dedicated and 
truly exceptional volunteers who make our 
programs possible. This article is a tribute to 
each and every one of the amazing people 
who choose to make a difference and 
volunteer here at Exceptional Equestrians.

Thank you for making our village everything 
it is today.

Tax Benefits

Most vehicle donations qualify for a tax deduction.

At pickup, the driver will provide an initial donation receipt. You may claim as a tax deduction 
the fair market value of your vehicle up to $500 on your donation even if your vehicle sells for 
less. If your vehicle sells for over $500, we will provide a 1098-C IRS form which will allow you 
to claim the full sale price of your donated vehicle.

Horses For Healing Debut

The Horses for Healing Event was held 
on Saturday, June 11, with a mission of 
providing healing for kids and their families 
by fostering mental wellness through 
happiness, healthy choices, and inclusion.

This free,  public event was a partnership 
between Exceptional Equestrians and 
Leadership Green Bay and included 20 
vendors providing activities and education 
opportunities focused on:

• Sensory Processing

• Exercise

• Healthy Eating

• Creativity/Art

• Outdoor Adventures

• Animals

• Social and Emotional Wellbeing

• Inclusiveness

Over 200 families participated and, based on 
the positive feedback we received, we hope 
to make this an annual event.

Thank You, Donors & Event Sponsors

TRIPLE CROWN Sponsor: CONNECT powered 
by American Family

THOROUGHBRED Sponsors:

• George Kress Foundation

• PTI Paper Transport Inc.

• Law Firm of Conway, Olejniczak & Jerry

• Wisconsin Public Service Foundation  

WINNER CIRCLE Sponsors:

• Kettle Cuisine

• Prevea Health

BLUE RIBBON Sponsors:

• DeLorey Chiropractic Clinic

• Dorsch Ford 

• Rent-a-Tent

• Stone Ridge

• The Children’s Museum of Green Bay

• Tweet/Garot Mechanical, Inc.

• VandenPlas Portable Solutions

                                             (See photos on pg. 3)
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Horses For Healing Scrapbook
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Exceptional Equestrians is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization providing hippotherapy, 
adaptive riding and equine-assisted learning 
services to individuals with disabilities. 

Our mission is to better the lives of people 
of all abilities through the healing power of 
horses.

We are governed by a Board of Directors.

Elizabeth Moberg-Wolff, MD – President
Alyssa Gromowski – Vice President
Ann Randall-Martin – Treasurer
Jenna Dais – Secretary
Sandy Barnick
Heather Gartzke, MHA
Linda Pintar
Tiffany Steffen
Lisa Kafka – Executive Director

UPCOMING EVENTS!

Timber Rattlers Night: 
September 8, 6:40 PM 

Exceptional Equestrians will be Exceptional Equestrians will be 
featured in the evening’s Community featured in the evening’s Community 
Spotlight. Join us for some amazing Spotlight. Join us for some amazing 
baseball and  learn more about EE.baseball and  learn more about EE.

Coming Soon: Exceptional Equestrians Sensory Trail

The sensory trail is a project many 
years in the making, and we could 
not be more thrilled to finally see it 
come to fruition.

Why? Because clinical findings from 
similar trail systems around the 
country conclude that:

• youth with cerebral palsy, who 
often struggle to stay balanced, 
will be able to sit taller when on 
a horse. 

• youth with sensory seeking 
tendencies are soothed by the 
rhythmic sensory input they get 
from the horse’s gait.

• children struggling with anxiety 
find a relaxing outlet and 
begin opening up about their 
feelings.

Thank You!

A special thank-you to the Pink Flamingo Classic and the Schoenecker family for 
organizing the meat raffle.
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